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Introduction
By Ismail Hakki Bursevi (1652-1728 AD)

Praise to His sovereignty and benediction to His Envoy

Then... The invitation that came from the interior for the writing, arrangement
and the bringing about of this pamphlet is: in the book called the Futiihat-al-
Makkiyah written by the Pole of all Poles (qutbu-I aqtab) and Absolute Guide
(al-murshidu-1 mutlaq) Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi (may God increase his holiness
and consequently ours) there are several matters referring to the knowledges
(ma'rifat) and the realities. Those matters are exceedingly important and
valuable but because it was written in Arabic it was not possible for many of
us to understand them; consequently those truths remained a secret treasure.
Our dear Master, whom I could not disobey (may God reveal Himself upon him
with the name of salaam), ordered and pointed out to me to translate the hidden
treasure into Turkish.

In the translation, in certain circumstances when it was seen suitable, a
commentary has been incorporated. In truth please let there be no doubt that this
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Kernel of the Kernel

abject person and the pen in his hand is similar to the archer and the arrow in his
hand, and let nobody think that it could have been any other way.

Surely the Saints are the hand of Power (qudra) and the tongue of Power of
God, as in the hadith “... I became his hand...”. This being so, if it were He who
spoke through the tongue of this abject person, would anybody be surprised?
“When you threw you did not throw, but God threw.” This Quranic verse is the
open witness and speaker for this meaning. Again by the indication of our Master,
the name of this pamphlet becomes Lubbu-I-Lubb (Kernel of the Kernel) and
Sirru-s-Sirr (Mystery of the Mystery). In this context our hope is that forgiveness
embrace our errors, for is not man full of errors and forgetfulness? My plea to be
successful is from God. I lean on Him and I count on Him.

Chapter 1

One of the special matters that Ibn ‘Arabi wants to explain in his Futihat-al-
Makkiyah is this: “If a gnostic (4rif) is really a gnostic he cannot stay tied to one
form of beliet”

That is to say, if a possessor of knowledge is cognisant of the being in his
own ipseity, in all its meanings, he will not remain trapped in one belief. He
will not decrease his circle of belief. He is like materia prima (hayiila) and will
accept whatever form he is presented with. These forms being external, there is
no change to the kernel in his interior universe.

The knower of God (4drif billlah), whatever his origin is, remains like that.
He accepts all kinds of belief, but does not remain tied to any figurative belief.
Whatever his place is in the Divine Knowledge, which is essential knowledge, he
remains in that place; knowing the kernel of all belief he sees the interior and not
the exterior. He recognises the thing, whose kernel he knows, whatever apparel
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it puts on, and in this matter his circle is large. Without looking at whatever
clothing they appear under in the exterior he reaches into the origin of those
beliefs and witnesses them from every possible place.

Both the worlds are by the revelation of God.
Look upon the Beauty of Truth from whichever side you want.

* ok

A hadith explains like this: When people destined for Paradise reach their stations,
the Lord offers a glimpse by parting a little the curtain which hides His Greatness
and Grandeur, and says: “I am your most great Lord.” That is to say, I am that great
God whom for years you have yearned and pined to see. This revelation of God
astonishes them and they deny it and they say “Never could you be our Lord,”
and saying this they rant and rave. At that moment the revelation changes three
times and each time they again deny. Then God asks them: ‘Is there an indication
among you concerning your Lord?’ and they answer, “Yes, there is” Then He
appears to each one according to the degree and ability of understanding of each
one’s supposition and belief. After this revelation they accept and say, “You are our
Lord. The greatest of the greatest.” Accordingly the hadith: “You will be looking at
your Lord as if at the full moon and will be lost in ecstasy.” In spite of it being like
this, the people of gnosis definitely affirm God during the first revelation because
they appropriated all the beliefs, and have gained aptitude for all revelations.

They who see their beloved today

Are the ones who see tomorrow.

What will they know of the beloved there,
They who are of the blind here?

* ok

Indeed, in the Hold Quran it is said thus: “The person who is blind in this
world is also blind in the other;” which means: he who has not opened his eye

1290 Yv NN

V277 °%2N .ANT VY 2PNN - 1T NPNIAM INYY DY DWW NVYN
SR ITIN RIN MV MINNR MR MYAIN DHAY DMNIVN DAl
JIVAR DIPN 9IN 1Y TV 1PN

DIMON SW m5inn b mnsivn Y
SXINY 7Y 50 DHNT 2903 03I

k 3k ok

,ONPTNINNY DYNIN 1TPN 13 DTIPPY DOWIR TYVRD 79 20N 1N
INDITI DR PNONN JONN NR VYN VDN NPVN VAN YN 1IN
IMIR RIN AR ,INMDI /AN NN DINA NIRY NN IVTH NIRY
JIRID DONRNN IMRYI DY YN DNADI VYORY DYMHN
R DYIYN” DININY IMR DWNIN DN ,DMIR NP NAN T MYINN
IMIND .DNIPIN DXNYINN DN NRT DINIRY /13N NaY Ny
DWNOM DAY DN DY Y911 ,00Ya WYY MY%Nnn Mnwn i
7785212799 DY INWHI 19D DI WY DRN” :DNIR HRIY DIMON IR
N9 T DRNN TNR 939192 P9I RIN TR WY 19”7 DY DN
D'Y2pN DN T MYINN INRY I5Y INNRA YWY NIYVYWIN YW Mann
ANR” NYTNN 799 DRNNAY 7DV D170 ;1309299 ANR” DININY
,077270 OV R DOWIN JTIIRT TIRDI RYN N2 17 312292 VAN
,LINVURIN MYINNN T9NNI MRTI2 DPMOR DR DIVRN PTN OVIR

D%NNN 935 19”013 11 MNNKRD Y3 NR W DN PV

oY1 DN 1IN DR 715N
S0 DN INTY D77

,OY D2IIR 2V 10T 7P

7IND DONIPY DY D30I 10N

k) 3k ok

Y RIN TN DNIPY2 NVY NNV DTIRD” 172 1IN WITRA INNP IR
1YY MYNYNNTPY NR NNA RY TWR AT 9270 W19 ,/RaN DY D)



Kernel of the Kernel

of meaning here will be in the same way blind when he has moved to the other
world. Consequently, he will not be able to see the Divine Revelation (when it is
first presented to him). What we beg for from God is this that he may preserve all
His servants from a belief which goes no further than imitation and pretence.

Here a certain question arises: how does the person who has the aptitude for
the state of gnosis (maarifa) understand his own reality? It is answerable in this
way: It is necessary that he finds a gnostic who knows his own self and after he has
found him, from the bottom of his heart, and with all his soul, make his character
to be his character. The person of gnosis, to find his own origin, should hold on
to this way and the following Quranic verse points to this meaning: “Search for
the means that will take you to Him.” The explanation of this may be as follows:
There are some of My servants those who have found Me. If you want to find Me
follow in their footsteps. They become a means for you and they finally lead to Me.
If this is so then by serving those people, a person comes to know himself. He will
understand whence he came and where he is going and he will have an inkling of
the station of the present state.

A hadith explains the purpose of coming into this world thus: “I was a hidden
treasure and I loved to be known, and I created the creation so that I might be
known.” This order is like this but to know God is not an easy matter, until one
becomes a knower of one’s self.

The following hadith explains “He who knows himself knows his Lord” The
opposite is also so and this the people of that state understand. Many people of
the elite or commoners give different meanings to this hadith as much as their
intelligence allows them. God willing, a meaning will be expressed at the level of
the elite. However, at this station seven different forms have been noticed, which

will be expounded below.
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Chapter 2

First Form

If a person in his body understands the partial spirit in his form, which may be
called the speaking self (nafsi-n ndtiga), if that person’s state is like this, he is
in the first form. This station is called the station of progress. According to the
people of the Union, self, heart, spirit, intellect, mystery, all mean the same thing.
These different names are given to the same thing which takes different forms at
different times.

This thing known as the speaking self has neither life nor body but has
influence and action outside and inside the body, yet it has neither place nor
a sign of existence. Though it has no special location, whenever you put your
finger on something it is there and it appears there existent in all its totality.
Furthermore, division, partition and things of this sort are not possible for it. It
is that which holds in the man’s hand, which looks in his eye, which speaks in his
tongue, walks in his foot, which hears in his ear, and in short is present and in
control in all his feelings.

It is totally and essentially present in every part of the body, and having
circumscribed the whole body; it is transcendent and free from every part of the
body. If a finger or a foot were to be cut off, it would suffer no diminution, nor
does it lose any part of itself. In any case, it is at its centre as it was always, and
remains permanent and present. If the body is annihilated it suffers neither loss
of existence nor dispersion. To be able to understand this there are meanings
which do not fit into any limit or calculation.

Second Form

Let the one who is in this second form look to the horizons. That is, let him
look at the horizons were the Total Self is... This is called Intellect, the Qualified
Total Spirit, Viceregent. It has no bodily shape and it is not even outside this
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universe and its heavens, but it englobes all existents and therein it is present
and in control. In relation to it, highest top and the bottom of the bottom are the
same. It is present in every one of those degrees with its own ipseity. It cannot be
parcelled or partitioned. If the skies fell in and the earth shattered, nothing would
happen to it.

For example, what difference does it make to the sun and how does it suffer
though it enters every tower, palace or house that is built in the world. However,
each chimney, room or hall receives light from it according to its window. Just as if
those houses were to fall down and the palaces be ruined, nobody would imagine
anything would happen to the sun, equally nothing would happen to it. No matter
how many people or creatures God has created, He can have determination in,
and control over all of them. No matter how many die from among those that are
alive that Qualified Spirit remains present forever and in whatever state it was.

Thus the one who possesses that spirit, when he looks at the horizons, if he
knows these states, will understand what the second form is.

Third Form

In this station man receives further developments and sees what is called his
partial spirit to be non-existent and annihilated in the Total Spirit and he comes
alive in the Qualified Spirit... Let him observe that the spirit is the Total Spirit,
and that the intellect is the Total Intellect, and observe this with the certainty of
the Truth (haqqu-l yagin) and then throw away from himself anything called
‘partial’ Let him understand that everything is tied to the Total. Thus is the third
form.

Fourth Form

Then... let him continue to ascend in this station. Let him find his spirit
annihilated in the Qualified Spirit. And now let him see that the Qualified Spirit
is annihilated in the Ipseity of God. Let him be liberated both from the partials
and the totals. When this happens to him he sees all businesses annihilated in
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the acts of God, all Names and Qualities annihilated in the Name and Quality of
God, and equally, all ipseities annihilated in the Ipseity of God, and he sees them
as non-existent. When he is secure in this then he has reached what is known
as closeness through Knowledge (‘ilmu-I yagin) and closeness through Truth
(haqqu-I1 yaqin) and he reaches the station of complete witnessing.

Under the cloak of the existents there is nothing other than Him: he comes
to know the meanings in this through the interior, and also, having acquired
an understanding of the meaning of the Quranic quotation: “Today, to whom
does everything belong? To God, the One and Complete Annihilator,” he knows
certainly that in the interior, there is nothing other than God.

Up to now we have mentioned four forms. These can also be called as follows:

1. Enfus - Interior

2. Afaq - Horizons, outside existence

3. The union of the first and second forms

4. The annihilation of the first, second and third forms in the Ipseity of

God.

Fifth Form

This is such a station that here every station that has been mentioned before
should be seen and observed as one. The person who has reached this station is
often referred to as Son of Time (ibnul-I waqt).

Sixth Form

The person who has reached this station is a mirror for everything. The traveller
in this station finds on his road no one else but himself and thinks of everything
as tied to himself. He says: “Inside my cloak there is nothing but God. Could
there be anybody else in the two worlds except me?” That is, he is a mirror to
everything and everything is mirrored in him. Perhaps, even, also he is the shine
of the mirror and what is reflected. He was before this the Son of Time and he
used to say: “There is no other existence but God” When he has found this
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station he will say: “There is only ‘T, and he is often referred to as the Father of
Time (abu-l waqt).

Seventh Form

The man who comes to this station is now in complete annihilation. Completely
and simply he has reached non-existence, and from now on in subsistence (bagd’)
he reaches subsistence (baqd’). After this one would not speak of him as having
state or station. He has here neither observation nor witnessing nor gnosis, and
the explanation or interpretation of these is not possible because this place is a
station of complete non-existence. Even the word station is used here only to
explain because the person here knows of neither station nor sign. Only those
with taste understand through taste. May God make this state easy for us.

* Ok %

When the gnostic has reached this station he is in the universe of Oneness
and Collectivity (dlemi janr). If it is necessary for him to separate from here
he is adorned with a Divine existence. He knows his reality and consequently
comprehends God, and then he is no more tied to any of the laws, regulations,
beliefs that we understand in the exterior. This is what one wanted explained, and
the meaning desired was this.

Without being I did not find the road to that Truth;

There I became alive with the Truth; I found subsistence (baqd’).
Myself, I annihilated myself; Myself I found myself again.

You will be all when you make nothing of yourself.

* Ok %
At last the gnostic understands that whether it be in the enfus or whether it be

in the dfdq whatever is manifested is the Ipseity; that existence is One Existence,
One Soul, One Bodys; it is neither separated nor individuated; that everything
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in immanence is nothing other than His Manifestation and Tools; that from
every particle or stem to the greatest mass, God (al haqq) is manifested with
all His Qualities and Names, and that this manifestation is according to the
understanding and belief of each person. In each place and in each station He
shows a different face.

He is able to show His Being either within or without; that which is in the
image of everything, that which is understandable in every intellect, the meaning
that is in every heart, the thing heard in every ear, the eye that sees in every eye,
is Him.... If He is manifest in this face he is also looking from the other.

The meaning of these again refers to the sentence at the beginning. The
demander and the demanded, the lover and the beloved, the believer and the
belief, is the same for the gnostic. All this comes to mean that for the gnostic to
be tied to any aspect which is to be according to any one belief is not allowed.

* Ok %

Several blind people were gathered in a place. They began to discuss a matter: “We
wonder if we could see an elephant” The keeper of the elephants took them to the
elephant house. Each one found a part of the elephant and held on to it - some
to the ear, some to the foot, some to the belly, some to the trunk. After having
known the elephant in this fashion, they began to argue among themselves. The
one who clung to the leg of the elephant said the elephant was like a column. The
one that held the ear said the elephant was like a napkin, and the one who knew
the elephant by its belly said it was like a barrel. In short, whatever member they
held on to they knew the elephant like that part; their beliefs were such.

The person who has belief through imitation is in this state, he clings onto
something definite and remains there. In that dimensional state they remain

imprisoned.

Whoever remains in prison in the definite dimension
Will be totally saddened when laid out in the earth.

* % %
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Kernel of the Kernel

Whatever may happen the gnostic will not be caught up in one definite belief
because he is wise unto himself. This we have explained above.

Chapter 3

The gnostic, so that he knows himself better and knows his kernel, is in need
of listening with respect and humility to five more things that he needs. It is an
absolute necessity for this gnostic to know these in order to reach his aim. For
this reason, we list these things below which are called the five presences.

THE FIVE PRESENCES
(hadardti-1 khamsa)

It is essential to know that as there is no end to the Ipseity of God or to His
qualification, consequently the Universes have no end or number, because the
Universes are the places of manifestation for the Names and Qualities. As that
which manifests is endless, so the places of manifestation must be endless.
Consequently, the Quranic sentence: “He is at every moment in a different
configuration,” means equally that there is no end to the revelation of God.

The Power (qudra) of God is constantly and permanently in a state of
Perfection. Because of this Perfection He does not reveal Himself twice to the
same person in the same manner. He is constantly in new revelations, and just
as it has not happened up to now, so the same revelation may not ever happen to
two different people.

In a hadith it is said: “God has 18,000 universes and this your world is just
one universe from among them.” The saying that God has 18,000 universes in
part, and in total 18 universes, is drawn from the hadith mentioned above even
though there is no extremity to the revelation of God and no end to the places of
the revelation of God.
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Kernel of the Kernel

However, all these universes are encompassed by the five presences we are
going to enumerate.
His Power is most great; His Glory is vast; and there is no Divinity but Him.

First Presence — Ghaybi-l mutlaq Absolute Unknowableness

This presence is also called Universe of the Divine Nature (dlemi-1lahilt). It is also
known as the universe of non-manifestation (Id taayyun) which does not come
under any measure or form or comprehensibility. It is also called the Absolute
Blindness. It is also called Sheer Being, Absolute Being, Pure Ipseity (dhdt),
Mother of the Book, Absolute Expression, the Ocean-Deep Point, the Unknown
of the Unknown.

In the Quran it says: “The keys of the Unknowable are gathered all on His
level: He alone knows them” The Names that are mentioned above are only
of one degree. Consequently God in this station is in complete Dearness
and Richness-Beyond-Need of all qualifications they make about Him. No
Qualification or name is possible at this station. Whatever word is used to
explain this station is inadequate because at this Presence the Ipseity of God is
in Complete Transcendence from everything, because He has not yet descended
into the Circle of Names and Qualities. All the Names and Qualities are buried
in annihilation in the Ipseity of God. There are several Quranic quotations which
come to mind here:

1. “Without a doubt God is Rich-Beyond-Need (ghaniy) from the Universes.”

2. “Did not a time pass over man when man was not a thing mentioned,

remembered or heard of?”

3. Hadith: “At that time God Almighty was in a state such that there was

nothing with Him.

4. “I'was a hidden treasure...” (hadith qudsi)

These quotations indicate the station we have mentioned. Whatever the case
might be, for the gnostic who knows the Ipseity, nothing new or different has
happened. Whatever He was before, still He is so. When Hazreti ‘Ali heard the
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Kernel of the Kernel

hadith: “At that time God was in a state such that there was nothing with him,” he
added, “Even at this moment He is still so.” Thereby he confirmed the hadith and
at the same time exposed another face of the hadith and commented upon it.

Second Presence - 'Alemi-l-jabardt (Universe of Omnipotence)

This is also known as the Presence of the First Unveiling (taayyun awwal), First
Revelation (tajalli), the First Jewel, the Reality of Muhammed, the Qualified
Spirit, the total Spirit, the Qualified Unknowable, and the Evident Book. In the
Mother of the Book everything is seen collected together and in the Evident Book
one begins to enter into chapters. The Mother of the Book is Essence (dhat).
This station is also called the Universe of Names, Fixed Potentialities (‘aydni-th
thabita), Universe of Quiddities (mdhiya), the Great Isthmus.

All these are the names of the first Degree but they are used each with a special
reference and it is not considered a secret by those who know.

Third Presence — Alemi-1 malakiit (Angelic Universe)

This is sometimes also described as the degree of the angels, the Universe of
Examples (mithal), Universe of Illusions (khayal), Firstness, Second Unveiling
(taayyun thani), the Second Revelation, the Extreme Limit (sidrati-l muntaha),
the Universe of Orders, the small Isthmus and the Universe of Chapters.

Fourth Presence - Shuhiidi-1 mutlaq (Absolute Observation, Vision,
Witnessing)

This is called the Universe of Witnessing, Universe of Possession, Universe of
Mortality (nasiit), Universe of Creation (khalq), Universe of Senses, Universe
of Species, Universe of Galaxies, Stars and Birth. What is meant by these is the
Metals, Plants, Animals. They also count the Great Throne (‘arshi-I azim) to be of
this station. This station circumscribes the totality of the universe of forms.
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Kernel of the Kernel

These are of the terminology appertaining to the Universe of Witnessing. All
that has been left out of these universes mentioned above is called the Universe
of Unknowableness (‘dlemi-I ghayb), whereas all that is here mentioned is the
Universe of Order (amr), thus these two names are used. The term
Unknowableness and Witnessing and/or affairs of the world and affairs of the
other world, may also be used.

What will follow below, the four Universes, are like four oceans. These are the
Universes of Possession (mulk), Spirit (malakiit), Omnipotence (jabariit), and
Divinity (lahuit). All these four oceans are eternal and have neither beginning
nor end. The first of these is the ocean of the Ipseity (dhdt) which is often called
lahit. According to the quotation: “I was a hidden treasure...”, the Ipseity of
God overflowing manifested the universe of jabariit, and this is also called the
Qualified Spirit. When the jabariit overflowed it brought into manifestation the
malakiit. With the overflowing of the malakiit was manifested the mulk. What is
mean here by overflowing is the natural inclination consequent to the nature of
Ipseity. All that which has been mentioned up to now happened within the space
of time necessary for the blinking of an eye, that is to say, a very short time, and
perhaps even a shorter time. The quotation from the Quran points to this: “Our
affairs are accomplished in as short a time as a wink or even in much shorter
time”” This is a matter or order and this order is called “kun” (Be). To everything
in immanence (kawn) He said “Be”, and in that instant everything happened.

* % %

Nothing of what happened in these affairs came about from nothing. All of
these are no other than an essential version. What people mean by saying that
everything came from nothing is to express that the Ipseity, when it was hidden
within Itself, desired to be manifest, because “that which is” cannot become non-
existent, nor can “that which is not” become existent. Because of a version in the
ocean of the Ipseity, the universes became manifested.

Let us consider a sea — with one overflowing is formed a second sea, and from
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Kernel of the Kernel

that overflowing is formed a third sea, and from that a fourth. Thus four seas
come to be; just as steam becomes water and water becomes ice, things happen
in this way. All that has been explained is a light. Each of His versions is a new
form. At the level of the gnostics, whatever It was before, It is still like that. All the
universes that have been explained is an ocean of light constantly in movement
and consequently always further new revelations appear. “Every instant He is in a
different configuration.” According to this the Divine Wave comes from the Ipseity
and returns to the Ipseity. “Everything came from Him and again will return to
Him? “All the affairs return to Him” “God is the light of the earth and the heavens”
The meaning of these Quranice quotations is enough to explain what is meant.

All the universe was the Ipseity: was the Ocean of Wisdom,

Was in Union with God. No other Divinity exists other than God.
Absolute Existence is what sort of a sea, that constantly creates.

The mystery of ana-l haqq” He repeats hidden and openly, at all instants.

* Ok %

Thus the waves of the sea are called ma siwd (that which is other). The sea is
without beginning, without end, and the waves are considered as things that
happen afterwards.

The being of the First and Last belongs to God and the md siwd which appears
is considered as existing in the being which is Absolute. All the things that exist
become manifested from the Absolute Ipseity. If the revelation which is the life
of that being were cut off for one instant everything would be buried in non-
existence.

Fifth Presence - Insdni-1 kamil (Perfect Man)

Here the Perfect Man is going to be explained. The presences that have been
explained and the totality of the universes is encompassed and englobed in totality
in this Man. The Perfect Man is the possessor of the degree of unification; he is at
the station of the Greatest Name (al-ism-I ‘azam). Just as the ismi-l azam collects
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Kernel of the Kernel

and contains all the Names, in the same way the Perfect Man collects and contains
within himself the universes of mulk, malakiit, jabariit and lahtit. Whether it
be in manifestation or interior there is no station which the Perfect Man does
not circumscribe. With a contagion which is essential (dhdti) in everything he
exercises his dominion (hukm) and whatever the thing may be appears in that
thing exactly as he is. In fact Hazreti ‘Ali has said it this way:

“You thought yourself a part, small;
Whereas in you there is a universe, the greatest.”

That is to say, you think of yourself as a small thing, whereas in you there is
hidden the biggest of the universes. If you go to a teacher and come to know
yourself you will see everything in you and yourself in everything, and you will
know with certainty (yagin).

You may imagine the greatness of the Perfect Man in this manner: if 18,000
universes were put in a mortar and pestled to a paste, its composition would
be the Perfect Man. This Man will see he 18,000 universes through 18,000 eyes.
He sees each universe with the eye appropriate to it. He sees the universe of
senses with the eye of the senses, matters of intellect with the eye of intellect, the
meanings with the eye of the heart. Compare the other universes to this. Those
ignoramuses who think that they shall understand the meanings with the eye of
the senses simply dissolve in hope. And this is known by those who know.

Advance, find an eye. Remedy by it.
And now, look from Him to Him.

To be able to look at the universe of the Unknowable it is necessary that there
should be a Divine eye.

The reason why some people describe the universes as 18,000 is:

1. ‘aqli-1 kull - Total Intellect

2. nafsi-I kull - Universal Soul

(These two are often referred to as al-qalam (pen) and al-lawh (tablet).

3. al-arsh - The Throne

4. al-kursi - The Pedestal
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Kernel of the Kernel

Then follow seven Skies or Heavens, Four Elements f Nature and Three Births
(mawalid): the total makes eighteen, and in detailed enumeration they total
eighteen thousand. Many Great Ones continue like this. However, in reality the
truth is that the Universes cannot be numbered.

Chapter 4

Let us give this useful information. What there is upon the surface of the world
as creation is considered as only one-tenth of what is in the waters. If that which
is in the waters and what is on the earth could be considered together they would
only be one-tenth of what is in the skies. If these were all considered together they
would be one-tenth of the number of angels living in the first heavenly sphere. All
these together would make up one-tenth of those in the second heavenly sphere
and this comparison continues to the seventh heavenly sphere; and those which are
in seven layers in depth of the earth and seven layers of heavenly spheres counted
together with the heavenly creatures barely come to one-tenth the number of the
angels living on the Pedestal (kursi). This Quranic quotation says thus: “His kursi
encompassed the heavens and the earth” On the kursi the creatures of the seven
layers of the earth and the seven layers of the heavenly spheres and thewaters
would come to one-tenth of the number of angels who take refuge in one corner
of the Throne (arsh), and all that has been counted up to now could make up one-
tenth the number of muhaymin angels. The muhaymin angels since the day they
were created to this day have not lifted their gaze from looking at the sweetness
of the Beauty (jamadal) and are in ecstasy in gazing upon that Beauty. They neither
now themselves nor do they know the others — up to now t